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When most of us use the term Sunday Drive, we harken 
to  sun-filled  blue  skies,  country  roads  and a  leisurely 
pace.   When you hear  the word “rally,”  many people 
think of the 1976 motion picture The Gumball Rally or 
perhaps the 1981 comedy The Cannonball Run, both of 
which are wacky tales of colorful characters competing  
in a secret and illegal cross-country race replete with pit 
falls and hi-jinx around every corner.  Well what, then, is 
a RoadRally?  An illegal race held on Sundays?  Not 
quite.

RoadRally  is  arguably  the  oldest  motorsports  event 
sanctioned by the  Sports  Car  Club of  America.   Two 
such rallies, the Press on Regardless and the Cape Cod 
Old Timers Rally, have been in continuous operation for 
over 60 years.  So the idea has been around. Basically, a   

Sunday Driver

Continued on page 2

Martinsville 
Motorsports 

Madness

Near the southern border of Virginia lies the tiny hamlet 
of  Martinsville.   Nestled  in  Henry  County  along  the 
banks  of  the  Smith  River,  this  little  town is  home to 
Martinsville  Speedway,  located  just  outside  the  city 
limits  in  nearby  Ridgeway,  the  shortest  track  on  the 
NASCAR Sprint Cup Series.  This half-mile oval track, 
built in 1947, was the stage where scenes depicted in a 
Jim Croce song actually took place.  It is also the scene 
for  the  second  annual  Martinsville  Motorsports 
Madness,  a  celebration  of  their  racing  culture  past, 
present and future.

Just a six and a half hour drive from Pittsburgh to the 
foothills  of  the  Virginia  Blue  Ridge,  Motorsports 
Madness  is  a  day-long  extravaganza  with  a  police 
escorted cruise, a car show, Dyno Challenge, food and 
more  all  to  benefit  Grace  Network  and  the  Wounded 
Warriors Foundation.

They say that he learned to race the stock car, 
by runnin’ ‘shine ou’ a Alabam…

Rapid Roy (That stock car boy)
-Jim Croce

Continued on page 4
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RoadRally is a timed event where teams consisting of 
a driver and a navigator in an ordinary car travel a 
route on public roads within the legal speed limit to 
arrive at a check point neither early nor late but on 
time.   Penalties  are assessed on either  early or  late 
arrivals, your clock is reset, and on queue you head 
out  for  the  next  check  point.   Each  leg  is  scored 
individually, and at the finish all the scores are added 
with the lowest score winning, just as in golf. So the 
rub is on precision, not speed.

There are three type of Rallies; Touring, Course and 
GTA, each having slightly different goals and appeals. 
A Touring rally  is  a  straight-up time-speed-distance 
contest where all the check point are identified clearly 
before the start with no attempt to mislead or confuse 
entrants.  A Course rally is also time-speed-distance, 
but the course master gives clues rather than  clear 
directions  to  each  check  point,  and  it’s  up  to  each 
individual team to figure out the puzzle and arrive at 
the check point on time.  Those of you who are fans 
of  the  Sunday  New  York  Times  crossword  puzzle 
should have no problem on this course.  

Unlike the the first two, a GTA rally is not a time-
speed-distance  event  but  one  that  proves  just  as 
challenging, as the teams are asked to solve the clues 
and therefore surmise the location of the check points, 
usually revolving around a theme, like the names of 
Santa’s reindeer.  Many times, these events are like a 
poker  run  motorcyclists  are  fond of  where  you are 
given a  random playing card at  each stop with  the 
best hand winning for the day. GTAs are fun events 
where you have to be able to laugh at yourself, and 
many times the best part takes place afterwards when 
everyone shares how they were led, or misled, through 
the course.

No  matter  what  form  a  RoadRally  takes,  the  one 
constant factor is that it is fun.  It is a very low cost, 
low pressure event where you can use a car you may 
not want to subject  to the rigors of a road course or 
drag strip.  The only requirement for the car is that the 
car be street legal and have a current registration and 
inspection sticker.   The only equipment needed are a 
watch and something to write on and with.

Although hardcore RoadRally enthusiasts are known to 
spend hundreds of dollars on elaborate laptop computers 
to calculate how much you need to slow down or speed 
up your pace to hit the check point on time, winners have 
been know to finish first despite a hangover and a Timex 
with  a  broken  second  hand  they  got  for  their  First 
Communion.

So if you are counted among PACE members who like 
nothing  more  then  taking  their  Camaro  out  for  a  nice 
Sunday drive, then RoadRally may be just the ticket for 
you.   There  are  always  a  couple  around  our  area,  the 
biggest  being  the  Kick-off  event  for  the  Pittsburgh 
Vintage Grand Prix.  Matt and Jan Snyder are registered 
for the Laurel Run National Tour Rally Sunday April12, 
sponsored by the local chapter of the SCCA.  This is a 
national event that will  include some of the best teams in 
the country vying for points in their quest for the title.  

Although this marks the first RoadRally the Snyders have 
entered, and despite the fact they were gently dissuaded 
by  event  organizers  from taking  part  in  this  particular 
event, the intrepid duo means to sally forth and enter the 
fray.  So I am eagerly awaiting to hear how they survived 
their baptism of fire.

If you are interested in getting more information on the 
Laurel  Run  Rally,  visit  the  Steel  Cities  Region  of  the 
SCCA’s homepage at www.STCscca.com. Best of Luck, 
Jan and Matt!  We’ll be pulling for you!

Fresh, New Look!

This edition of Keeping PACE with the Times 
is being published for the first time using a 
brand new iMac.  This has allowed us to give 
the newsletter a fresh, new look, and will 
allow for greater versatility. Like teaching an 
old dog new tricks, the change has required 
the editor to re-learn the process, and 
therefore has caused a delay in getting this 
issue out .  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this may have caused, but we 
hope you’ll agree that this is a sharper, 

Continued from page 1
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It’s All About Us! 
PACE 

Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts                                         
We are a nonprofit club dedicated to the 
enjoyment and promotion of all generations of 
the Chevrolet Camaro.  We meet the first 
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 at various 
venues throughout the suburban Pittsburgh 
area.  Our mailing address is: 

PACE	 	 	   
P.O.Box 15150	 	 	 	  
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5421 
Our website: www.pacecamaro.net 
Like us on Facebook! PACE Camaro  Club 

Officers for 2015  

President:           Jim Crnkovic 
Vice President:     Denny Schreiber 
Secretary:              Sue Ritchey 
Treasurer:              AnnaMarie Seifert 
Board Member At-Large            Mike Zdinak 
Webmasters:             John Ballish, Mark Seifert 
Newsletter:        Jim Crnkovic, Editor-in-chief

The Prez Sez… 

Although it seems like it’s been an eternity, 
it appears as if spring is about to be sprung.    
I saw my first robin the other day, but I 
guess it won’t be spring until the first 
sighting of Chuck and Janet north of the 
Mason-Dixon line.  Many of those who store 
their cars during the winter months will be 
getting them out of storage and ready for 
action.  Autocross will be cranking it up in 
April and planning has begun for the return 
of an old PACE tradition, the Spring Kick-off. 

I am anxiously awaiting more details on the 
invitation we have received to tour the new 
assembly plant where the 6th generation 
Camaro will be rolling off the line.  As soon 
as I hear, I will be sure to let you know so 
we can being to plan for a Camarovan to the 
Grand River Assembly Plant in Lansing, MI. 

Of all the events on our radar, the biggest is 
our annual charity cruise.  Mike Dzinak has 
stepped up to the plate to help coordinate 
this affair and has begun to compile a list of 
things we need to start addressing.  As you 
well know, an event of this magnitude can’t 
be done by one individual.  It takes a team 
effort, and one that PACE members have 
always risen to the occasion and done 
whatever needed to ensure the success of 
this endeavor.  A club is not a collection of 
individuals, but a united body with a 
common goal in mind. The adage that there 
is no “I” in team certainly rings true here. 
With the help of everyone I feel confident 
we can achieve another successful 
fundraiser for the families at Fischer House. 
Until next month… 

Remember: You can trust your car- 
to the man who wears a star 

   Jim 

http://www.pacecamaro.net
http://www.pacecamaro.net


In the 1940’s, times were hard and jobs short in rural Virginia and bootlegging was a way of life.  One could 
stand outside on the front porch early in the morning and see several stills glowing in the predawn light. As the 
majority of these stills were not exactly located on a main thoroughfare,  the goods had to be delivered to 
market.  The erstwhile entrepreneurs would load their jars into the family fliver or pick-up truck to make their 
rounds, ever mindful of the revenuers or “G” men whose sworn duty was to track down the moonshiners and 
destroy their stills.  Necessity being the mother of invention, the purveyors of the potent potables came up with 
ways to thwart the efforts of the law enforcement officials who were hot on their trail.

They took to disguising the vehicles used to deliver the goods by using fake license plates, or changing the 
car’s color.  Legend has it that one rum runner charged the color of his car four times in one night.  Another 
alternative was to simply outrun them,  They began to modify their seemingly docile sedans by jacking up the 
rear ends and installing multiple carburetors, and began employing high speed evasive maneuvers, something 
akin to the antics portrayed in The Dukes of Hazard.  

By the time the 1950s rolled around, things were getting pretty hot for the moonshiners, so some of these 
drivers began to put their newly acquired skills to use on the tracks of Martinsville Speedway and Starkey 
Speedway in nearby Roanoke County.  And the rest, they say, is history.

So, after a very successful program at the Virginia Museum of Natural  History in 2012 on the heyday of 
moonshining in the region and the role  that  it  played in the growing interest  of  motorsports,  Martinsville 
Motorsports Madness was born. This year the event is to be held Saturday, June 25th.  The day will start off  at 
8:00 with Cars and Coffee at Philpott Dam, a beautiful park boasting a magnificent view of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains.  There you will be able to sample  sweets and gourmet coffee and donations will be accepted to 
benefit the events charities.  Canned good donations will also be accepted.  At 11:00 we will form up for a 
police escorted cruise to the Patrick Henry School of Racing Campus and the Jim Mills Automotive Campus, 
home of JP Superior Solutions and Modern Muscle Mills Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep and Nissan.  There for $10.00 
you can register for the car show which will award prizes in Antique, Classic, Modern Muscle: Pro-Touring and 
Rust-o-mods.  

There you will also be able to register for the Mean Machine Dyno Challenge, where top prizes will be awarded 
to the most powerful normally aspirated as well as forced induction cars. Until 3:00 you can enjoy the cars, 
food, and a DJ which will all culminate with the awards presentation.  This event is geared for the whole 
family, and even if you stay until closing there will still be plenty of daylight the entire ride home.  So, why 
don’t you mark this on your calendars as one event you will not want to miss this summer.  I will definitely see 
you there.

Continued from page 1
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Next Meeting:
 Tuesday, April 7th

6:30 P.M.
At

North Park Clubhouse
Route 8 in Gibsonia

Do you have an idea for a feature article in a 
future edition of Keeping PACE with the 
Times?  Is there a topic you would like to 
read more about?  Member input is always 
welcomed.  How about pictures from an event 
or cruise?  You can submit your idea or your 
complete article.  We want this newsletter to 
be something you look forward to reading 
each month.  Feel free to email your 
suggestions to: jazznurse@comcast.net 
      Thanks! 
          Jim

Join us for dinner beginning at 
6:00

Bring a Friend!

In Case You Missed It 
 A recap of March’s meeting 

The March meeting was held at the 
NorthPark Clubhouse on Route 8, a new 
venture for the club.  The role call of officers 
showed Vice-president Denny Schreiber, 
Treasurer AnnaMarie Seifert and board 
member Mike Zdinak absent.  The club 
received two letters of thanks from the 
Veterans Administration Pittsburgh for the 
groceries and gift card supplied by PACE 
from funds raised at last year’s cruise. Jim 
Crnkovic reported that only six members 
made the lunch at Penn Brewery in February, 
and noted that it is very difficult to plan future 
events with such a small attendance.  Jim also 
passed along on behalf of Mike Zdinak a list of 
things we need to get started on for the cruise.  
The membership voted to book John Roper 
as DJ for this year’s event.  JD will spearhead 
the design of dash plaques and Jim will 
compose letters of solicitation for donations.  
Sue Ritchey will check with Jersey Mike’s to 
see about having them once again provide 
sandwiches.  Jim also reported there has been 
no progress on the membership roster, but 
cited as an example of how bad things are, 
than Matt and Jan Snyder, who joined in 
April of 2014 have yet to receive a newsletter 
or any other email correspondence from the 
club.  Jim has been in contact with the 
Wexford Starlite cruise officials, and he and 
Jim Richey will be attending their meeting in 
May to schedule a night for PACE to 
volunteer at the cruise.  PACE Night has 
been scheduled for July 17th.  Invoices have 
been sent out to our six sponsors for the 
website and newsletter.  Those who don’t 
respond by Mach 31st will have their ads 
pulled. 

mailto:jazznurse@comcast.net
mailto:jazznurse@comcast.net


Golden 
Opportunity 
Thanks to our sister club, NEOCC, PACE 
will have an opportunity to tour the Grand 
River Assembly Plant in Lansing, Michigan 
sometime between July and September of this 
year.  As all avid Camaro fans know, this is the 
plant where the all-new sixth generation 
Camaro will be assembled.   

As of the date of publication, none of the 
details have been worked out, but if you call 
when I mentioned this at our meeting this 
month, Chevrolet would like to have us spend 
a couple of days at the facility.  They would very 
much like us to arrive in a Camarovan.  
Chevrolet is going to flexible in allowing us to 
pick a date that doesn’t conflict with major 
shows or club events this summer, but it will be 
before the line ins in full operation.   

For years now, speculation has been rampant  
as to what’s in store for the newly designed 
model.  It has all but been confirmed that it will 
be built on the nimble Alpha platform, the 
same sported by the Cadillac ATS, which has 
fared very well the past couple of years in tracks 
throughout the country, and especially in 
Europe.   

We also have been told that it will be much 
lighter than the current 5th generation, but will 
still bear the hallmarks that make it 
unmistakably a Camaro.  Be sure to check our 
website and future additions of Keeping 
PACE with the Time for further details.

FLASH! 

This just in! 
Late last evening, March 15, 2015, 
camaronews.com leaked a press 
announcement that was to have 
been released today.  May 16, the 
2016 Chevrolet Camaro 6th 
generation will be unveiled at 
Belle Isle in Detroit.  All Camaro 
fans were extended an invitation 
to attend, and needed to RSVP via 
a link.  This writer tried that link 
around 0700 this morning and 
was informed that all 1,000 spots 
have been filled, and that I will be 
placed on a wait list.  Well, we will 
all see in just over two months. 
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Calendar of Events                
March 20, 21, 22    Power Piston Auto Rama                                                                         IX Center, Cleveland, OH 
  
April 7     PACE Monthly Meeting                                                                  North Park Clubhouse, Route 8 

April 12     NHSCC Autocross #1                                                       North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

April 12     Laurel Run RoadRally                    Holiday Inn Route 22, Delmont, PA
                                                                                                    
April 26     NHSCC Autocross #2                                                       North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

April 26                Track-X at Pitt Race 12 pm - 4 pm                                         Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

May 3     NHSCC Autocross #3                                                North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

May 3     PACE Kick-off Lunch                                                   Henderson Grove, North Park 

May 5      PACE Monthly Meeting                                                                                  TBA 

May 7                  Track-X at Pitt Race 4 pm – 8 pm                                       Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

May 16     6th Generation Camaro Unveiling                                                  Belle Isle, Detroit, MI 
  
May 22                               Wexford Starlite Opening Cruise (Unofficial)                                                               Wexford, PA 

May24           NHSCCAutocross #4  HDSA Fund Raiser                     North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot 

May 25     Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade                                    Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

May 31                              Flashlight Drags                                               Waynesburg, PA 

June 2         PACE monthly Meeting                      TBA 

June 13     Camaro vs. Mustang Showdown                                      Mongoose Motor Sports, Ravenna, Ohio 

June 18     Track-X at Pitt Race 4 pm – 8 pm                                       Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

June 2       Martinsville Motorsports Madness                                   Ridgeway, Virginia 

June 26, 27    Camaro Nationals                                       Frederick, Maryland 

June 28     Flashlight Drags                                  Waynesburg, PA 
    
July 3,4,5    Camaro Superfest                                                       Ypsilanti, MI 

July 5     PVGP Kick-off Rallye                       Schenley Park 

July 7     PACE Monthly Meeting                          TBA 

July 11     PVGP Flashlight Drags               Pitt Race North Track, Wampum, PA 

July 14     PVGP Waterfront Car Cruise                    Homestead, PA 

July 17     PACE Night at Wexford Starlite           Wexford, PA 

July 18     11th Annual Tom Ceglarsky Memorial Charity Cruise       Tom Henry Chevrolet Bakerstown, PA 

July 19     PVGP Vintages Races and Car Show       Schenley Park
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Save the Date!
Sunday, May 3

for a return of a PACE Tradition
Spring Kick-Off 2015

Henderson Grove, North Park
Join PACE for lunch and 

watch some Autocross Action

Ham Bar-B-Que and paper Products 
provided.  Bring a side or a desert to 

share.

More information at the April Meeting
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Thanks to our 

Sponsors
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AUTOMOTIVE 
& PERFORMANCE, INC. 

STAR 
2117 Mt. Troy Road 

Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
412.322.4515 phone 

412.322.4517 fax 
412.916.4830 cell

Jeff Bilka 
bluecobra48@verizon.net 
www.starautoperformance.net

Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in  
Keeping PACE with the Times.  

Check out our website pacecamaro.net 
Like us on Facebook!

mailto:ecobra48@verizon.net
http://www.starautoperformance.net
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