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I Ain’t Afraid O’ No Ghosts
PACE Members to Venture in Search of Paranormal Activity
The former West Virginia Penitentiary in Moundsville has
a storied past not only during the time it served as the site
for all state mandated executions, but more recently as a
destination for those seeking to explore the world of
strange phenomena and paranormal activity. So it is
fitting that in the year that Ghostbusters is to make a
return to the silver screen, PACE has planned an outing
that promises to raise the hairs on the back of your neck
and send cold shivers down your spine.
Organized by members Star and Jim Haefner, the Friday
May 20th excursion begins at 11:59 PM with a 90 minute
guided tour, and afterwards you have until 6:00 AM to
explore the grounds on your own.
Opened in 1876, the turreted stone structure was
originally designed to house 480 inmates, but by the
1930s, their numbers swelled to 2,900, relegating as many
as three prisoners in a five foot by seven foot cell.
Construction began in 1929 on a much needed expansion,
but the project wasn’t completed until 1959. A ruling was
handed down by the West Virginia Supreme Court in
1986 that ordered the facility closed due to overcrowded
conditions, citing the prison was in violation of the VIII
Amendment of the Constitution of the United States
prohibiting cruel and unusual punishment. It wasn’t until
1995 that the last of the prisoners were transferred out
and the facility closed. But, that's just the incidental facts
of the penitentiary. It’s the stories behind these facts that
are of particular interest to those brave enough to wander
the grounds after dark.
Continued on page 3

Beginning this issue: Be sure
to check out our new feature!

Camaro
Cameos
An up close and personal look
at one of our members

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
It seemed like it was just the other day that our beloved furry

rodent was pulled out of his hole in a tree to make his annual
“prediction” on the status of our winter season. While some
may rejoice in the fact that he didn’t see his shadow and
believe in a short winter, the fact remains we officially had six
weeks of winter remaining. Either way, it won’t be long
before the flowers emerge from the ground (actually my
daffodils are about three inches high already) and the buds
appear on the trees. And right behind that comes grass
cutting season. Oh, how we long for spring!

It’s All About Us!
PACE
Pittsburgh Area Camaro Enthusiasts
We are a nonprofit club dedicated to the
enjoyment and promotion of all generations of
the Chevrolet Camaro. We meet the first
Tuesday of every month at 6:30 at various
venues throughout the suburban Pittsburgh
area. Our mailing address is:

PACE
P.O. Box 15150
Pittsburgh, PA 15237-5421
Our website: www.pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook!
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This is the time our Camaros emerge from their dark
garages like prisoners leaving a cell. Their shiny coats and
throaty exhaust sounds make our hearts beat a little quicker
in anticipation of our first road trip of the year. Yes, it won’t
be long before cruise season is upon us.
This year is an exciting one for PACE with many things
happening.
The return of our newsletter and member
profiles, club activities such as the West Virginia Penitentiary
tour, road trips to Conneaut Lake and one possibly to Brady’s
Bend for day long picnics and many cruises in between. Our
annual Tom Ceglarsky Memorial Cruise has been booked at
Tom Henry Chevrolet for July 16th. Camaro night at Wexford
Starlite is scheduled for the night before, July 15th. The GM
Nationals and Camaro Nationals have finally split to different
weekends, so those who wish to visit both can do so. The
GM Nationals are in Carlisle June 17th-19th, and the
Camaro Nationals are in Frederick, MD June 24th & 25th.
And of course, our friends at NEOCC will have their annual
Fall Classic September 10th and 11th at Summit Racing
Equipment in Tallmadge, OH. They will again participate in
the Memorial Day Parade in Cuyahoga Falls and asked us to
join them. Please contact Morgan Iorio by emailing him at
camarograsshopper@yahoo.com if you are planning to do
so. The Camaro/Mustang Showdown is June 4th at Quaker
Steak & Lube in Austintown.
And lastly, PACE had seven cars participate in the Pittsburgh
World of Wheels at the David L. Lawrence Convention
Center in January, and all seven brought home awards.
Congratulations go to:
Jeff Bilka
1st Place
Mark Seifert
1st Place
Mike Zdinak
2nd.Place
John Ballish
3rd Place
Star Haefner
3rd Place
Jordon Rose
Place
Denny Schreiber
Place
Also, PACE won 1st Place and a $100.00 prize for the
Outstanding Club Display Award. This was due to the hard
work by Denny and the gang. Way to go guys!
The days are getting longer, the temps will be getting warmer
and no matter what “Phil” predicts it only means Camaro
season will be here soon. Now, what’s that noise I hear
coming from the garage?

Mike Meerdo
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The eighty-nine prisoners executed by hanging and
the nine via the electric chair were mild in
comparison to the violence that permeated the
institution during its 119 year history. Riots,
murders and suicides were rampant. In 1886 it was
revealed that prisoners labeled as incorrigible were
subject to torture by means of whips while
stripped naked and encumbered on a device called
the “Kicking Jenny”, a home grown invention of
the West Virginia Penitentiary correction officers
that left a man more dead than alive. Another
favorite was the “Shoo Fly”, which featured a fire
hose directed at the prisoners face, causing death
by strangulation. So, here is a place where if walls
could talk, what a tale they could tell. And, that is
exactly what many present day visitors to the site
have experienced.

In Case You Missed It
A Recap of March’s
Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Vice-President
Mike Zdinak, chairing for the vacationing Mike
Meerdo. Also attending the meeting were two
guests, Carl & Tina McChesney from Erie,
PA. Mike gave a brief presentation on his cruise
through the Panama Canal. In old business, it
was reported that there are still spots available for
the West Virginia Penitentiary tour, so interested
parties should contact Star Haefner as soon as
possible. The discussion continued from last
month in regards to a bereavement policy for club
members and their immediate families, which the
membership decided includes parents, spouse
and children. It was decided the club would allot
between $50.00 and $75.00 for a floral tribute or
a memorial donation in accordance with the
family’s wishes.
The president met with the
webmaster, the secretary and the treasurer to
streamline a process to be sure all parties
involved got the information on new members in a
timely manner. PACE will once again sponsor a
class at the NEOCC Fall Classic. Mike Meerdo is
to contact a potential new sponsor for the website
and newsletter. Current sponsors will be getting
their invoices for the 2016 calendar year. The
winner of the 50/50 raffle was Jeanine and Jeff
Sable.
Keep an eye on the website for the
location for the next meeting, Tuesday April 5th.

Many paranormal investigators who have visited
the Moundsville prison claim the institution is
plagued by residual hauntings, a replay of tragic
events from the past. There are several “Hot
Spots” where an abnormal amount of paranormal
activity have been reported. These areas will be
pointed our during the 90 minute tour, so those
who wish to experience it for themselves will have
plenty of time and opportunity to do so.
Adding to the already gothic atmosphere is the fact
that there is no electricity in the buildings, no heat,
no utilities whatsoever, so all participants are
advised to bring extra batteries for their flash
lights, camcorders, and whatever electronic devices
they plan on bringing to ensure safety during their
experience.
There are still spaces available, so if you’re
interested, contact Star or Jim. If PACE doesn’t
use all the allotted slots, it will be opened to the
public. For further information, please see the ad in
this edition of Keeping PACE with the Times.

That’s All, Folks!

Good luck and good hunting to all those who are
planning on attending this unique experience. Just
remember, don’t forget your cell phones. If you
get into trouble, “Who Ya Gonna
Call”?
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Proudly Presents the Inaugural
Edition of:

Camaro
Cameos
Our Inaugural Camaro Cameo shines its spotlight on Star and Jim Haefner of Zelienople, who joined our group of
like-minded and ever so hip Camaro Comrades last summer. Star, originally
from Porterville, and Jim, who hails from Wexford, got together in 2008.
During their courtship, Starlene confessed to Jim that her dream was to own a
1968 Camaro before she turned 50. So after not one, but two weddings (I guess
they wanted to be sure) they began their search. You see, Star got hooked on
muscle cars while helping her brother restore a 1970 1/2 Camaro, and even
crossed over to the dark side to work on his ’65 Mustang. She tells me she can
do “kick ass” body work.
Jim began his search and located a ’67 RS SS listed in Latrobe. They went to
look at it, but Star wasn’t sold. “It wasn’t a ’68, it wasn’t a big block, wasn’t
loud enough and didn’t have that muscle car look that I love so much.” But,
Jim wasn’t dissuaded. He explained that he could get more horsepower with a
small block, they could change the wheels and tires, and a louder exhaust was
not a problem. Star began to appreciate
the fact that it was a Pennsylvania car
with matching numbers-a big plus for
Jim. And so, the die was cast. “Ruby”
had found a home.
Continued on page 7
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THE 2016
SEASON IS
COMING
IN...

81
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So, that was in the summer of 2014. Since then, Ruby has gotten new wheels and tires. Although the Redlines are a
classic look, driving on bias ply tires when you’re used to radials can make you remember why you’re glad the 60’s
are over. Of course, that required installing air shocks in order to gain the necessary wheel clearance.
The Haefner’s are in no hurry, they will have Ruby
for a long time. Besides, life is full of other interest
that take up a share of their time. They love riding
their Harley's, going to Lernerville on Friday
nights, and Jim enjoys helping their niece and her
fiancé prepping cars for the Demolition Derby
where he works the pits as well. And then there’s
ghost hunting. Star related how shortly after
bringing the Camaro home, they began
experiencing paranormal activity, so they invited a
group of investigators, EVP Mediums, to check it
out. You can view the video on YouTube by
searching “EVP Mediums, car of my nightmares.
When asked if the Camaro Genie would grant her
one wish, what would she ask for, Star replied “A
purple ’67 big block with Foose rims, a loud
exhaust and a four speed”. Until then, you can
find them driving Ruby and enjoying life, with a
Rosary dangling from the rear view mirror,
sunglasses on, chewing gum at the ready, as guys
do a double take as Star cruises easy. Ahh, life in
the fast lane.

Be sure to check back here next month
to see who our Camaro Cameo spotlight
shines on. Who knows, it could be
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Calendar of Events
April 3

NHSCC Driver’s School/ Test and Tune

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

April 5

PACE Monthly Meeting

April 10

NHSCC Autocross #1

April 16

Street Car Test ’n Tune Pittsburgh Raceway Park

April 24

NHSCC Autocross #2

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

May 1

NHSCC Autocross #3 HDSA Event

North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

May 3

PACE Monthly Meeting

May 14

Street Car Drags Pittsburgh Raceway Park

May 20

PACE West Virginia Penitentiary Tour

May 27

Wexford Starlite Opening Night

May 29

NHSCC Autocross #4

TBA
North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot
New Alexandria, PA

TBA
New Alexandria, PA
Moundsville, WV
Wexford, PA
North Park Swimming Pool Parking Lot

\May 30

Cuyahoga Falls Memorial Day Parade

June 4

Camaro/Mustang Showdown, Quaker Steak & Lube

June 4, 5

Great Lakes Musclecar Challenge, Pittsburgh Int’l. Race Complex

June 7

PACE Monthly Meeting

Cuyahoga Falls, OH
Austintown, OH
Wampum, PA
TBA

For a complete listing of car cruises, visit carcruises.com.
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Thanks to our
Sponsors
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Please remember to tell our sponsors you saw their ad in
Keeping PACE with the Times.
Check out our website pacecamaro.net
Like us on Facebook!
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